INSTRUMENTS   OF  POLICY
So definitely had the King's alliance with the extreme
Nationalists affected the situation, that a prediction was made
in British official circles in the middle of August that, unless he
turned to the moderates, it would be impossible to foresee the
outcome of the next six weeks.
The Council of Ministers itself felt that the King, in allying
himself with the Nationalists outside the Cabinet, and in
apparently approving of their actions, which had included de-
nunciations of the Council, had failed to give it his confidence.
These misgivings the Council expressed in a resolution on
August gth, when it requested 'His Majesty to co-operate
with this persevering Government in conducting affairs, in
order to convince the people that the Government of His
Majesty can rely on the confidence of His Majesty'. By stating
in his reply that he saw no reason to alter his policy, the King
indicated, contrary to the advice of the High Commissioner, that
he personally wished the Cabinet to fall. The Ministers, there-
fore, resigned on August 14th.1 Their fall was hailed as a blow
to the pro-Treaty party, the extreme Nationalists openly declar-
ing that JaTar abu Timman, Hamdi Pachahji and Maulud
Pasha would replace the fallen Ministers, that Saiyid Muham-
mad as-Sadr would be Prime Minister and that the Mandate
would be abrogated. Saiyid Muhammad as-Sadr immediately
issued a manifesto to the people, advising them, among other
things, to persevere towards complete independence and to
reject the British Mandate by all legal means.3
King Faisal himself added to the critical state of affairs by
writing to the High Commissioner, on August soth, and stating
that, in view of the existing uncertainties of policy and lack of
definition of responsibilities between himself and the High Com-
missioner on matters of internal administration, he felt com-
pelled to inform the High Commissioner and through him the
1 The Naqib remained in office for a few days longer.
8 Full text of Manifesto: Al-Mufid> August igth, 1922; summary: Baghdad
Times, August 23rd, 1922.
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